Adam King


History Coursework 1 – Kristallnacht 
A) A historian would find Source A more reliable because it is from a journalist who worked for the Nazis and it’s one of the few accounts that is written by a Nazi that is anti-Nazi.  Eye witness accounts are usually a lot better than someone passing information over, however, it was written a long time after the event happened meaning that information could have been forgotten.

Although, it is better than Source B as it that source was written by the Nazis as an organisation rather than an individual. Which means it is likely to be a cover up by them.

B) Source C gives the impression that Kristallnacht was not spontaneous and was a planned assault by the Nazis.

The source suggests against what the Nazi reports said and portrays the night as a horrific ordeal for both the Jews and for the ordinary German public.

It is most likely shown in this way because it is written by an American ‘outsider’ to the Nazi Germany. This means he was most likely not biased towards the Nazis and their policies.
C) Source D and E give different views on the event of Kristallnacht, source D shows it as spontaneous and E agrees with source C in that it was a pre-thought attack.

Source D is written by a German Jew and states the general feeling towards Jews in the lead up to the night. It shows the public as all being anti-Semitic and intimidating towards Jews. However, I personally believe that as a Jew he would perhaps be more focused on the hate from ordinary people and less focused on the Nazi propaganda that was forcing the public to be this way.

Source E is written by an anonymous “Civil Servant” and agrees with Source C. The source states that the SA were supplied with “axes, house breaking tools and ladders”, as it does in source C. However, it adds that they were supplied with a ‘hit list’ of Jewish targets – insisting that it was a merciless planned attack.

D) Source F and Source G show a similar message in that they both show the brutish Nazis murdering the Jews.

Source F shows a Nazi with a bloodstained knife standing on top of a dead body, presumed a Jew. He seems to have a ring and some watches which he has collected from the Jews he has murdered. It shows Tsar Nicholas II trying to give a forewarning to the SA Nazi; he tries to show what happened to himself. This image shows the SA Nazi as a tool of terror used to kill Jews.

Source G shares a similar image, this time with an SA Nazi holding a truncheon whilst standing on a dead Jewish body. Inside the building it shows a woman bound with locks, chains, gagged with a sword and shield to her side. This figure represents the public as being defenceless and unable to speak out against the Nazis. 

Both of these sources show the hatred the Nazis have against the Jews and neither of them shows the average German person as being involved in the same brutal activities.

E) The summed up view of all the sources show the activities of Kristallnacht as planned, relentless attacks against the Jews.

However, some sources do show the night as a spontaneous act but the sources that say this were written by the Nazis and by a, most likely, ignorant Jew. The source by the Nazis I do not believe as the other sources say otherwise and it is most likely a cover up.

The sources which say the night was planed all give similar evidence and a specific source is written by an American – an ‘outsider’ looking in to a propaganda filled government. These sources also insist the attackers were provided with weapons to destroy the Jewish homes which is a strong piece of evidence.

In conclusion I believe that the majority of source point to Kristallnacht as being a viscously planned attack against the Jews by the Nazis.

